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Tbibb Flood or Tub Ekqlibib Biiidjds by 
JA1CEB HUMPHREY, Jr. 
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Bbbdcbiption pkb Aaitrif : 

Tillage subscribers (by carrier,) ami ling]* 
mail subscribers—in advaucr.$1 £( 

Town subscribe is (off the carriei'i route.) 
and mail sitbsciiher*. in bundles, ib ab- 

▼akce.1 31 
&T Postage Frt* within this Couaty. 

Adtsrtisik* : 
Fourteen line* or less—1. i or 8 weeks.... 81 OC 
■ac-li continuance thereafter per week.... il( 
Probate ami oilier legal notices at the usual rales 

Yearly and other regular advertisers chargee 
According to space occupied. 

job PiiiNTiKra. 
H S A VIVO recently added to our Job Depart- rJ merit one of GORDON'S 
«*W • J.lgittnlns' Job A Card Presses, 

aad a niimUr of fonts of new and lieautiful Can 
aad Job Type, from the foundry of Messrs. Con- 
■ r A S ms, *o that our facilities for executing all 
blade of 

JOB AND CARD PRIMING 
•are not surpassed by auv establishment in the 
(tits. We solicit the patronage of our friends 
aa I the public generally, with the assurance that 
their favors will he executsd with promptness, 
aa I at the lowest living prices. 

Among the many articles printed at ear estab- 
lishment are the following : 

ADDRESSER, 
BLANKS of all kindi. 

BRONZING, all color*, 
BUSINESS CARL'S, 

BOOKS. 
BILL UFA I 8, 

BY LAW*. 
BANK CHECKS, 

SANK WORK of every description, 
CARDS, 

CATALOGUES, 
CIRCULAR* 

DRAFTS 
Plain and fancy 

Xj R 13 O 1 E , 

la Rlaek and Colored Inks, or Bronze of evert 

sha le. »n White or Fancy Colored Paper. 
WHDDINti and VISITING CARDS. 

■ ANDHiLIJ), HEADINGS. TICKKTB, 
MANUFACTURERS' I.ABEI.H, 

FAMI’lll.ETS, rOSIERS. 
PROGRAMMES SERMONS. 

SHOT and STAGE BILLS, 
Re., As in etery slvle. 

_ 

Alw&yft «n hand, a good atoek of plain, cnam 

•lad. and fauev white and colored 

Cards, 
and, in fact, •vcs vthiug in this branch •!'Hi# 
kncinaca. adapted to every description ef woik* I 

JAMES HUMPHREY, .1*. 

Hsqeieait Jo* Orrics. Nov. 15. 1854. 

Klin Park ("olEcrintc llutKnfc ] 
LITC HFIELD, CONN., 

NTMDF.'l tli« maiiaL'enimit of the Rxv. Hr 
J .!»•!<• Rirutim. assisted l-v well qualified : 

saetractors full euiiree of English ard Classical 
■til lies, iritli the Modern Lsiijtiuigra. Music mid 
Drawing Every advantage is afforded for obtain- 

sag < substantial. useful and accomplished educa- 
gt.e Terme moderate for board nnd tuition. 

P-tpils received at anv time. For circulars, ad- 
Irsu Ur J. RICHARDS, Principal. 

<1 

»t. Jnlleu Katin* f'alwii 
311 THI “LITCHFIELD HOUSE RUJIDINj,” 

U10HF1KLD, COXX.. 

18 a»w opened for the accommodatien of the 

nuhlia and ciiieen* of Hiichtirld Ci-unty. 
We ara prepared lit serve dYS I ERS in differer.t 

atvlea—raw. stew ed and roastrd. 
Also, some good No. 1 TRIPE, eerved up to 

aail enstomers 
HOT COFFEE. FRESH BOILED EUtlS, PIES ; 

aad CARES always on hand, tor salt by ihsquen- 
»I»y. Ac Only lieverag* ALE and CIDER. 

Oysters far sal* by the quart or gallon at 

MARKET PRICES. 
01 VS US A CAI.L! 

• anaas W. Waaerre. Wolcott WHieLr*. 
Sra «• 

____ _ 

£ i RATES & SA.YLE8, Attorneys and 
®JC Counsellor* at-lsiw. 207 Broadway, New- 
Yerk. (eiitiauce i»n Fulton street.) 

■knst a esAvKs eeo willaud iayi-ts. 

Iy45. 

Henry m. dutton, Attorney and 
Counsel lor-at Law. Office in Court House 

Litchfield, Conn. 

mf ANffilON HOUSE, 
3JM. Litcbtillu, Coax. 

(2 3. SPENCER, Proprietor. 

QBO M WOODRUFF, Attorney and 

Counsellor-at-Law, Seymour’a Building, 
Liteufield, Coun. 28-8m» 

IN D. BERMAN, Attorney and Counselor 
e at Law. Also, Commissioner of Deeds 

fier tne Stats* of New Yerk and South Carolina. 
O.flas :a Seyuieur e Building, South street, Litch- 
field, Coin. 

_ 

fjfi W. fiarurJR, Attorney and Counsel- 
it lor at Law, Litchfield. Conn 

B B B E B E E 
• Attorney and Connseller-ut I.aw, 

New Paasrox Hill. Litchfield Co., Conn. 

ClttOSSMANS Sharing. Hair-Cutting and 
J Wig Making Rooms—under the Mansion 

Betw. Litchfield. 

UOBERT M. TREAT, rdanufacturer of Corn 
Shelters. Cliurns. Safety Tug Iron*, Ac.. 

South Farms. Com*. 

MTA 3DRUB A- HICKOX, Attorney at Taw, 
* W OVi e in Ki*t street, directly opposite 
gfct 'J igrcg ition.il church, Litchfield, Conn. 

Ambrotypes ! Ambro ype» ! 

TISSIS popular pictures are taken with grea 
success, and at a trifling expense, st 

JUDD'S QALLEKY. No. 2 South street. 
Litchfield. Oct. 4, 1859. 24 

M VICTOR ALVEUGNATfrom r.iris will cor 

a tinne to give lessons in French and Draw 
|ng in connection with the Norfolk Acmlcmv 
under the charge of Mr. Ira W. Petlibone, A. M 
Mil to private pupils or classes who may wisi 
go be instrnc'cd in these branches. 

K Alvergnat refers by permission to Rev. Ji: 
aepb Eldridge, D. D ami to Col. Robbins battell 

Norfolk. Jan. 2. 1860. 87 

#7. B. BIS BOB * Co., 
Dealers in 

»*T 00091, 
HEADY MADE CLOTHES G, 

Pools and Shoe*. Hardware 
CROCKERY, GROCERIES, Ac. Ao 

LITCHFIELD CONN. 
0. *. BOBOV. T. • MMWICK. 
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From Chambers’ Journal. 
CURIOSITIES OF JUSTICE 

i 
a. cheerful retrospect. 

In the good old times, when 
Wretches swung that jurymen might dine, 

the judges not unfrequently resorted to win 
the law aptly enough termed the peine for, 
et dure—namely, “pressing to death” ft 
refusing to plead. This system continue 
in vogue till 1772, when an uct was passe 
by which any one refusing to plead slum! 
be deemed guilty, the same as though b 
verdict of a jury. The “press yard” a 

Newgate, and perhaps at other prisons, ye 
we believe, retains its name, albeit it is n 

j longer used for its original purpose. W 
have before ns a curious print ivprrscntin 
a criminal in the act of being pressed t 
death. He is extended flat on his back, hi 
arms and feet drawn apart nt full stretch 
and secured to staples in the floor ; a pice 
of plank is on his body, and on that a nun 
her of heavy weights. 

There seem to have hern two kinds r 
1 criminals who formerly refused to plead t 

j their indictments : the one, men of property 
j who, by suffering death by pressure instem 
J of by hanging, preserved their landed es 

| tates to their children or licit's, which wouh 

| not have been the case had tiny pleadec 
and been found guilty by the jury. Tin 
other class were ignorant, determined men 
who foolishly imagined that by obstinate!} 
refusing to plead, tin y should eventually es- 

cape the punishment due to their offences. 
| When no argument could induce a mar 

; to plead, the judgment of the law was read 

j over to him as In- stood til the bur. It was 
thus worded : That tiie prisoner shall be 
sent to the prison whence he came, and put 
into a mean room, stopped from the light, 
and shall there be laid on the bare ground, 
without any litter, straw, or other covering. 
.... lie shall lie upon his back, his head 
shall be covered, and his feet shall lie bare. 
One of his arms shall be drawn with a cord 
to one side of the loom, mid the other arm 
to the other side ; and his legs shall be 
served in the like maimer. Then there shall 
lie laid upon his body ns much iron or stom- 
as he can bear, and more! And the first 
d»y after, lie shall have three morsels of 
barley bn ad, without any drink; and the 
next day he shall be allowed to drink as 
much as he can at three times of the water 
that is m xt the prison-dour, except running- 
"liter, without any bread ; and this shall be 
his diet till he tins ; and he against whom 
this judgment shall be given,‘oric.ts his goods 
to tin king.” 

The last time that this punishment was 
inflicted was, we believe, upon u shipmaster, 
charged with piracy, who, to save his laud- 
id property to his family, remained mute 
when calli tl upon to plead. 

In January 1720, two highwaymen unmed 
Spiggot ami Phillips, refused to plead, un- 
less the ifleets taken from their persons 
when they were apprehended were restored 
to them. This was refused, and they, on 
their part, adhered to their resolution. 
Thereupon tin y. wtv°sentciie—1 ,- * 

to death ; but when taken into the press- 
room at Newgate, Phillips was terrified, 
and beggid to be Taken back to plead, 
which, ms a mercy, he was permitted to do, 
although in strict law he could have been 
denied the request. His companion, how- 
ever, was pressed, and bore the amazing 
weight of three hundred and fifty pounds 
fur the space of half an hour, but when an 

additional fifty pounds was added, his forti- 
tude gave way. and lie also begged to be 
allowed to plead. The evidence on the trial 
whs perfectly conclusive, and the two men— 

both of whom were very hardened robbers— 
were (imy iiMii'tfu at ijuiini. 

The following year another highwayman, 
named Ilanu-s, likewise refused to pleud to 
liis indictment, alleging ns a reason, that 
“I lie people who apprehended me seized a 

suit of fine clothes, which I intended to have 
gone to the gallows in ; unless they tire re- 

turned, 1 will not plead, for no one shall 
say that I wns hanged in a dirty shirt and 
ragged coar.” In vain was the dreadful al- 
ternative explained to him; lie continued 
stubbornly mute, and wns taken to the 
press-room, and bore a weight of two hund- 
red and fifty pounds for seven minutes, when 
he cried out to be taken back to the court. 
He there pleaded “Not guilty,” but was con- 

victed and hanged. 
A far more remarkable and more cruel 

case than the preceding occurred at Not- 
tingham assizes in the year 1735. A poor 
creature, commonly reputed to have been 

, deaf and dumb from infancy, wns arraigned 
on an accusation of murder Two witnesses 
—who were subsequently known to have 
borne him ill-will-swore positively that they 
had heard him speak; he was therefore call- 

! ed upon to plead guilty or not guilty. “A 

| lawyer r* presented his case most feelingly k 
the judge, but the law on the subject being 
supposed to be imperative, he was taken in 
to an adjoining room, and actually presset 
to death; continuing, says a register of tin 
times, obstinately dumb to the last.” Tin 
latter fact, we think, most iucontestabb 

proves that the wretched being was natural 

ly dumb. 
In another instance—and it is the last wi 

shall cite on the subject—u man was press 
■ d to death, who assuredly was an iuiposte 
so fur as his pretended dumbness was con 

ccrned. His name was Matthew Ryan am 

he was tried, or should have been tried, fo 

highway robbery, at the Kilkenny assizes, ii 
1740. When in prison, lie affected to be 
lunatic; und in court, counterfeited dumb 
m ss. The judges impaiinelled a jury to tr; 
“whether he was mute and lunatic by th 
hand of God, or wilfully so. The jury rt 
turned in „ short time, and brought in 
verdict of “Wilful and affected dumbiies 
"i'd bmaey.” The judges on this desire 
'he prisoner to plead; but ha still preteudei to bo insensible to all that was said to hilt 
I 1,1 ,w "°.w «•»«! for the peine forte el dun 
but the judges compassionately d ferre 
awarding it until a future day, in the hop llmt lie might ill the meantime acquire » jm 
ter sense of his situation.” Rut this dels 
hud not the intended effect. He refused t 
plead when next brought up. and was pres 
ed to death two days subsequently in Ki 
kemjy mnrket-pluce. ‘‘As the weights wei 

heaping on the wretched man, he earuest 

supplicated to be hanged; but it being b 
> yond tire power of the sheriff to deviH 

from the mode of punishmeut prescribed 
the sentence, even this was ail indulgen 
which could do longer be granted to him!’ 

Poring the whole of the 18th oentury, tl 

gallows bore profuse crops of awful frui 
urul the hangman had incessant oeeupnlioi 
Now-a-days, one can hardly renlize the fac 
that within the memory of many yet living 
six, ten, fifteen, and even more men, wer 
hanged at one time mid one place ! In 

t book, printed only about fifty years ago, w 
have an engraving, “an exact represents e 

; tion” it is called, of the “ 
new scaffold” a 

! Newgate, with ten men hanging at once 

ti i On the 23d of April, 1785, nineteen me 

J were executed together, and not one fo 
murder ! Most were hanged for robberie 

•j and burglaries, and no less than three for rc 
turning from transportation before their tins 
had expired. On the 10th of November 

r 
the same year, eighteen were hanged in fron 

j of Newgate, and not one for murder ; am 
on D< comber 1, nine more were hanged, al 

s 
for robberies and burglaries. Tile bodies o 

murderers, wc may remark, were almost in 
variably given to the surgeons for dissec 

'; tion—unless ordered to bang in chains—am 
i they were publicly exposed to the gaze o 

J young and old on the dissecting table of tin 
} Surgeon’s Hall, Old Bailey. 

It was o very ancient custom for the bell 
j man or the parish of St. Sepulchre’s to g< 

: beneath the walls of Newgate on the niglil 
! prior to the execution of condemned con 

j "'“I tinging his bell, to recite these 
I admonitory lines : 

.mi tuu uim nj me conuemnea noid do lie, 
Prepare you, for to-morrow you shall die. 
A\ atch all. and pray; the hour is drawing ueai 
'lhat you before th’ Almighty must appear. hxamine well yourselves ; in time repent, 

| lhat you may uot t eternal flames be sent, 
j And when sit. Sepulchre’s bell to-morrow tolls, 
i The Lord above have mercy on your souls! 

Past twelve o'clock! 
i St. Sepulchre’s bell tolled on the morning ! of execution, and the cart used to stop bi.~ 
| fore the church, whilst the bellman again 
; did his office by ringing his bell and repent- 
ing several lines. it'would appear, howev- 
er, that a clergyman ought to have been, 
and originally was, the reciter of the verses, 
for in the edition of Sowu’s Survey of Lon- 
don. printed in 1018, we read that Rob- 
ert Doug, Citizen and Merchant Taylor of 

; London, gave lo the parish church of St. 
Sepulchre s the mumne of JE50, that after 
the several session* of London, when the 

! prisoner* renmine in thegoale, as condemned 
i men to dentil, expecting execution on the 
morrow following ; the cl«rke [the clergy- 

j nail j of the church should come in the night- 
i time, and likewise early in the morning, to 
the window of the prison where they lye, 
and there ringing certain toles with a hand- 

j bell, appointed lor the purpose, lie doth af- 
terwards (in most Christian maimer) put 

| them in mind of their present condition, and 
i ensuing execution, desiring them to be pry 
j pared therefore ns they ought to be When 
they are in the curt, und brought before the 

[wall of the church, there he staiideth ready 
j with the Mime bell, and after certain toles, 
rehearseth an appointed praier, desiring all 

I 
the people there present to pray for them. 

I The beadle, also, of Merchant Taylor’s Hall 
j hath an honest stipend allowed to *ew that | >hicr * -. Vlll'T UOilf 

It was also customary for the cart to 

| stop on its way to Tyburn, that the inale- 
factors ui gilt be presented with a bowl of 
n'e—ll eir last draught on earth. This cus- 

; tom prevailed in the county of York later 
I than any where else ; and a curious anec- 
! dote is told of a Handler of liawtry, who 
| lost his life in consequence of declining the 
refreshment ; as Imd he stopped us usual, his 

reprieve, which was actually on the road, 
I would have arrived time enough to lmve 
saved him. Hence arose the saying, that 
the saddler of liawtry wa* hanged for leuv- 

: mg Ins ale.” 
It is startling to read of mere boys being 

i hanged for offences which, now a-days, would 

I probably be punished by a lew mouths’ im- 

prisonment, or by seclusion iu a reformato- 

ry. IVter M’Oloud, aged sixteen, was hanged 
ut Tyburn, May 27, 1772, lor housebrenk- 

1 
ing. Another boy not sixteen, was lu.nged 

| lor murder at Wisbeach, July 13, 1807, and 
! we notice his case on account of the very 
| extraordinary expedient used to render Inin 
! penitent prior to his execution. This boy 
i nnd committed a most atrocious murder at 

Wliittlesca, by killing a child aged twelve, 
| iu revenge for the child’s mother having uc- 
; cidcntaliy thrown some wuter over linn ! 
! The hardened young wretch threatened to 
! murder the clergyman who attended the 
; jail, and any one else who dared to approach 
lum ; mid so icrocious was Ins conduct, that 
it was necessary to chain him down, hand 
and foot, iu his dungeon, and even then lie 
behaved in a frightful mauiier. We will 

quote what followed iu the words of the nar- 

rative before us : “At length, to prevent 
] the termination of Ins existence in this de- 

; praved stale, the expedient was devised of 
1 
procuring a child about the size of the one 

murdered, and similar iu feature and dress, 
whom two clergymen unexpectedly led be- 
tween them by tlic hands into his cell, where 
he lay, sulkily chained to the ground ; but. 
on tiieir approach, lie started, and seemed 

1 

so completely terrified, that he trembled in 

every limb, cold drops of sweat profusely 
’! falling from him, and was almost momenta- 

: rily in such a dreadful state of agitation, 
I that he entreated the clergyman to continue 

-; with him, and from that instant became an 

'! contrite a pen.tent as he had boeu before 
•; callous and insensible.” What would be 
1 tile comments of the press on such an aff.iii 

us this, had it occurred at th- present day 5 
j The manner iu which prisoners, both be- 

1 fore and alter conviction, were allowed ti 
-' conduct themselves iu prison, was disgrace 

ful iu the extreme. Tnose who had money 
; seemed to have lived much the same a: 

though they were in a tavern, treating theii 
1 fellow-prisoners and the friends who came t< 
s visit them, with dinners and suppers—drink 
1 being supplied to an extent otteu sufficieu 
1 to intoxicate the whole parly. We couU 

give many curious uueedotes of the action 
i, which various doomed maleraetors were per 
1 mitted to perforin. One Avershaw, atte 
e being sentenced to death—which he riclil; 
i- merited—no soouer got buck to prison tha 
y he procured some black cherries, and divert 

°jed himself by using their juice to paint o 

i the white walls of the room in widen he wa 
*' I confined, a number of sketches of the higl 
e j way robberies he had committed ; 

“ on 
i' representing him ruuuing up to the horsei 

heads of a post-chaise, presenting a pisti e at the driver ; another, where he was firin 
1,1 ut the chaise; a third, wheie the parti« ■® had quitted the carriage j and auother, i 

which be was described iu tha act of takiu 
i® the money from the passenger*, and beta 

fired at, while his companion was shot dead. 
'• We are not surprised to learn that this mai 
t j died impenitent, “ laughing and nodding” ti 

his acquaintances in the crowd on Ills wa 
3 to Tyburn. A highwayman, somewhat re 
* sembling him in character, aetnally sho 
2 dead Mr. Sparling, the head-turnkey of tin 

court at the Old Bailey, in the presence o 
t the court I II« did this because Spnrliiij ! would not let him speak with a woman, ai 
i acquaintance of his, then on her trial foi 
r coining. The woman encouraged him to d< 
> tlie deed, and the horror-stricken court in 

stantly arraigned them both for the murder 
j of which they were of course convicted oi 
the spot, everybody present being witnesses 

: of the deed. They died desperately wicked. 
i A robber named Hartley, who was eon- 

victed with a comrade, of robbing, in tin 
open fields, a poor tailor of twopence and bis 
clothes—which they stripped off, and bound 

■; linn to a tree—adopted a most extraordina- 
ry expedient with * view to save his neck. 
“He proenred six young women, dressed in 
white, to go to St. James’s, and present a 

petition in his behalf The singularity of 

| their appearance gained .them admission, 
i when they toid the king, that if lie extend- 

jed the royal mercy to the offender, they 
would cast lots which should be his wife ; but 

j his majesty said he was more deserving of 
j the gallows than a wife, and accordingly rc- 

| fused their request.” He was hanged «l 
j Tyburn, May 4, 1722. 

Oue would naturally suppose that a man 

| wno had suffered all the horrors of hanging, 
jjust short of actual death, would never risk 
i the gallows again; but such, iri one case at 
I least, was not the result. A house-breaker 
j named Smith was hanged at Tyburn, Dc- 
j comber 24, 1705, and when he had hung 
•nearly fifteen minutes, the people shouted, 

reprieve!” He was cut down, bled, 
and recovered! When asked wlmt his.feel- 
ings had been, he replied, in sub.-tance, that 

when he was turned off, he for some time 
was sensible of very great pain, occasioned 
by the weight of iiis body, and felt his spir- its in a strange comm >tion, violently pressing 
upwards; that having forced their way to 
his head, he, as it were, saw a great blaze 
or glaring light, which seemed to go out of 
the eyes with u flash, uud then he lost all 
sense of pain. That after he was cut down, 
and began to come to himself, the blood and 

; spirits forcing themselves into their former 
j channels, put him, by a sort of pricking or 
! shooting, to such intolerable pain, that lie 
could have wished those hanged who had 
cut him down.” Ever afterwards, he wmit 
by the name of "half-hanged Smith.” This 
fellow soon returned to his former evil hab- 
its, and was again tried at the Old Bailey 
for house-breaking; but the jury brought in 
a special verdict, leaving the affair to the 
decision of the twelve judges, who decided 
in favor of the prisoner. Even this second 
wonderful escape did not deter him from re- 

suming Lis malpractices, and a third time 
In: was to have been brought to trial,but the 
prosecutor died before the day appointed, 
uud thus he once more got free Nothing is known q! h:s Suliunn-u:, hi*:,.)-*- 

It, won’t! appear that when the body of a 

convict was not specially ordered for dissec- 
tion, or to hang in chains, he could dispose 
of it whilst living, for among the papers of 
a Mr. (Soldwyr, surgeon, of Salisbury, was 

found a letter, addressed to him by an un- 

happy and friendless criminal, lying in Fish- 
erton-Anger jail, and bearing date October 
3, 1730. It is as follows: 

"Sir—Being informed that you arc the 
only surgeon in thii'eity (or county) that 
anatomises men, and I being under the un- 

happy circumstances, and in a very mean 

couiiitiou, would gladly live ns long as I 
can; but, by all appearance, I am to be ex- 

ecuted next March, having no friends on 

earth that wdl speak a word to save my 
life, nor send me a morsel of bread to keep 
life and soul together until that fatal day; 
so, if you will vouchsafe to come hither, I 
will gladly sell you my body (being whole 
and sound), to bo ord.rod at your discretion; 
knowing tiiat it will rise again at the gener- 
al resurrection as well from your house as 

from the grave. Your unswer, sir, will 
highly oblige yours, Ac., J. Brooke.” 

We are not aware what crime Brooke had 
committed, nor whether the surgeon compli- 
.1 •••7*1. I.L. i.if unnn 

I VM ..I--1. 

So late as the year 1751, a man named 
! Colley was executed and hung in chains for 
1 being a ringleader if a 140b "'ho ducked a 

1 poor old woman to death for being a 

1 “witch,” at Tring, in Hertfordshire. Her 
> husband was ducked at the same time, but 
I lie survived. Tne curious part of the affair 

j is, that the leaders of the mob on this occa- 

i sion acted so openly and deliberately, that 

j they previously employed the crier of Hemel- 
j Hempstead to give notice, paying him fonr- 
j pence for the job, and giving him a paper to 

cry from, of which this is a copy: “This is 
to give notice that, on Monday next, a man 

and woman arc to be publicly ducked at 

Tring,in this county, Tor their wicked crime*.’’ 
| Tne notice was also given at two neighbor- 
ing towns, on their market-days, and the 
I overseer of Tring removed the two helpless 
| old people to the workhouse, in the first iu- 
] stance, and subsequently to the vestry of the 
church, to protect them from their threaten- 
ed fate. On the day appointed, five thou- 
sand people assembled, and almost tore 
down the work-house ere they were convinc- 
ed their intended victims were elsewhere. 
They searched every part of the house, “ex- 
atuiuhig the closets, boxes, trunks, aid 
even the salt-box,” and "swore they would 

| pull down the house, and set fire to the 
| whole town of Tring, except Osborne and 

\ i his wife were produced.” They at length 
learned where the old people were, and the 
result has been told. 

I At Dieppe, in Frunce, a famous bath 
i ing place, there is a police established, whose 

duty it is to rescue persons from danger 
r The following notice was recently issued tc 
r them: “The bathing police are reqnestec 
, when a lady is in danger of drowning, t< 
.! seize her by the dress and not by the hair 

, 
■ which of ten times remains in their grasp 

s Newfoundland dogs will also govern them 
selves accordingly.” 

B This is what the English say about mut 

(> ton: “A sheep, to be in high order for tie 
,1 palate of the epicure, should not be killer 
T earlier then five years old, nt which age th 
g mutton will be rich and succulent, of a darl 
a color, am) full of the richest gravy—whew 
u as, if only two years old, it is flabby, pal 
j and flavorless ” 

From Bentley’s Miscellany, 
i THE SAMPHIRE GATHERERS 
] STORY. 

BT ARTHUR HtME PLUXKETT. 
■ “ It was here, sir, that Mr. Clements dc- 

scended.” 
IIoiv fearful 1” I exclaimed, scarcely 

venturing to look down a precipice at least 
| six hundred feet in depth. 

To repeat in a few words what lmd occu- 

pied nearly hour, and omitting his numerous 

digressions, the samphire gatherer’s talc ran 

thu* :— 

At the close of the last century he and 
his father, samphire gatherers by trade, had 
assisted in. lowering one Mr. Clements down 
the cliff under rather extraordinary circum- 
stances. Air. Clements was returning home 
along the Downs, from the then retired, but 
now fashionable town of -, when he 
recognized a boat alicut a mile from the 
shore, strongly resembling one in which his 
wife and sister were in the frequent habit of 
passing hours, iu a little bay or inlet of the 
sea near his house. He hastened home on- 

ly to have all doubts removed as to their 
identy ; and, hurrying back to the spot 
where he had first observed them, found, to 
his extreme terror, that the boat had been 
deserted by its occupants, who hud been seen 
wandering on the rocks under the elilf. To 
approach them by the sea on either side in 
time to rescue them from their impending 
danger was impossible. The tide was rising 
fast, and their destruction appeared to be 
inevitable. In this emergency the samphire 
gatherers were thought of, and sought for ; 
and, declining all their offers, Clements in- 
sisted upon descending the cliff, iu the hope 
of placing his wife upon some rock or spot 
where she might remain in safety till the 
arrival of the boats from -. Thus far 
had the samphire gatherer got in his story 
which he was relating to me as I was stroll- 
ing along the cliffs, when lie paused, as I 
have already mentioned, and pointed to the 
spot wh"re Air. Clements descended. 

Following his example, and taking a seat 
on the grass near him, the old man contin 
ued his tale. I give it in his own words. 

Well, sir ; when we found we could not 

persuade him to let one of us go down in his 
place, father, as usual, secured a crow bar 
into the earth, a few feet from the edge of 
the cliff; and then twining a rope once! 
round it, in order to give us the steadier i 
hold on Air. Clements, fastened it under his j 
arms. We then made him change his coat j 
for one of our frocks, such as you see the j 
common people wear in these parts ; and j 
taught him how to pnt his feet steadily 
against the side of the cliff—as it were thus ; j 
and made him take the rope between his 
hands just above the knot, and told him to I 
lean out from the rock as far ns he Could, 
ai d to woik downwards with his feet, and | 
to look up, and keep a watch out for the 
stones and rubbish which the rope might 
dislodge. We told him ail this, sir ; and 
bade him not be frightened at tiie birds, as 

they would not harm Inra ;—the sun had set, 
nYglt rrfe^'go ubw-irvrte-'kow tuirrirbsejewh- 
gone to roost ;—and, that after he altered 
liis mind, and wished to come hack, he had i 
only to give the rope a couple of pulls, and ; 
that we’d haul him up directly. No—no,” j 
says Air. Clements, there's no necessity for ! 

that. Win n I get to the bottom, wait for | 
a quarter of an hour ; if at the end of that 
time, I give no signal for you to pull me j 
up, you will know that the ladies are safe, 
and "then make what haste you can, and get 
a borvt from -. I am ready now,” 
says he, iu a faint voice, and his teeth ail i 
the while chattering with fear. Never was 

a limn so frightened ns he was at that mo- 

ment. Well, sir, father and I once more 

lifted the rope, and Air. Clements leaned 
back over the edge of the cliff Down he 
went. We soon lost sight of him. 

.. n* .M 1 X* .a." <•_ a 1_1. .1 

>V'>iakiii«^ nmi ins* ivki, wo iMbiivi iinu 

told (lira, we slowly supplying out rope ns 

lie required it, lie moved s.ifely down for a 

bit ; then lie rested on u jutting rock. All 
this time he kept iiis eyes fixed on the 
sky. Pressing cautiously with his feet 

against tin* chalk ; his body almost at riglit- 
miglcs witli the cliff; his hands grasping the 

rope, or sheltering his face from the show, r 
nf stones and dirt which it dislodged. He 
h.ad got about a hundred feet from the top, 
when, suddenly slipping from the cliff, his 
chest and face were (lung violently against 
it. He endeavored to regain his footing 
against the rocks, and in so doing broke 
through a resolution which lie had formed, 
and looked beneath him. It is a rare sight 
that for the first time. Well do I remember 
how my head swam as I looked at the water 
lar far below ; and the waves that one 

could see, but not hear, as they broke over 

the shingles. Presence of mind, on which 
Mr. Clements so vaunted himself, where 
was it then ? He was about to pull the 

j rope ; but lie thought of his poor wife, and 
one thought of her was enough. On he 
went To regain a footing was impossible. 
Father and I kept gradually lowering the 
rope ; and, with his face to the cliff; his 
hands outstretched, catching at each object 
as lie passed ; enveloped in a stiower of 
chalk and stones, which he had not the 
strength to avoid ; gasping and panting for 
breath, poor Mr. Clements slided down Ibr 
about another hundred feet. Here the cliff 
arched inwards, forming an immense hollow, 
like yonder rock, sir ; and, swinging to ami 
fro, and round and round, as it were betwixt 
heaven and earth, dowu#he went. At one 

moment the wide ocean met his dizzy gaze ; 
at another, flocks of the startled birds flew 
around his head, ottering their shrill ami 
angry cries. Again, sir, he found himself 
sliding down against the ride of the cliff, 
his flesh all sore and torn, und his body and 
arms iu absolute torture from the pressure 
of the rope. Again in agony he made a 

frantic effort to regain a footing ; but, in 
so doing, fastened one of his legs in a nar- 

row Gssure, or opening in the rock. Vain 
was the struggle to release it, sir ; Mr. Clc- 

1 merits was either too weak and faint, or the 
limb too firmly secured in the rock. All his 

efforts were useless ; and, I shudder at the 
bare recollection while I tell it, we continued 
to supply tho rope! Hanging by his leg, 
head downwards, there he lay ; the cotno- 

rants and sea-mews flitting around him, and 
i joining in Iris frightful shrieks.” 
t » Horrible ! was he long thus.” 
i “ >Tot long, sir.. Father soon discovered 
■ that there was no weight or pull upon lire 
s rope ; and, judging from bis experience ol 

wkat had occurred, we raised h a f»w feet, 

and released Mr. Clements from his painfn 
situation. From this moment, lie told me 

he was unconscious as to whether he wa 

ascending or descending, until he heard hi 
name called in a faint voice. He opened hi 
eyes. We had lowered him over the arcl 
of an immense cavern, within which all wa 

darkness. The sea was rolling in beucat! 
him ; his feet touched it ; he felt that In 
must either smim or drown ; he feebly grasp 
ed the rope ; a thrill of joy ran through hi.- 
veins as lie found an unexpected footing 01 
a rock concealed by the waves in about 
three feet water ; the depth around for the 
present mattered not. He remained for n 
few moments motionless oil the rock. Hi- 
nanic was again called ; it Sounded from 
within the cave. 

Extricating himself from the rope, In 
! made tin effort to swim ; found that he liar] 
! more strength than he had thought—nvani 
forward through the darkness up the cav- 

! era ; struggled—sank—rase again—heard 
I his name called louder and nearer—made 
I one effort more—felt the sand, the smooth 
: sand under his feet—staggered forward— 
reeled, and fell exhausted into the arms of 
his wife.” 

Ana ms wile f 
“ The ladies were both there, sir. The 

cavern was about fifty feet in depth, sloping 
upwards towards the back, and partly filled 
with weeds, stones, and sand. Here Mrs. 
Clements and her sister had been driven to 
take refujro by the rising tide. They had 
landed from the boat on the rocks, at some 

distance below the cave, in the hope of find 
ing a pathway or outlet, by which they 
could escape up the cliff. Alter a long and 
hopeless search, they bethought them of the 
boat ; and to their extreme terror, found 
that it had been carried away by the rising 
tide, which now partly covered the rocks. 
They had just time to climb into the cav- 

ern over the fallen rocks under tho arch, 
when the waters sweeping in, closed up all 
entrance to any but a swimmer. Although 
the tide was fast rising, the ladies cheered 
each other with the hope that tiiey should 
escape. Fortunately the darkness at the 
back of the cavern wus sufficient to prevent 
their discovering the height to which the 
water usually rose. 

As you may imagine, Mr. Clements was 
some time before lie recover, d his senses. 
Ilis wife was kneeling beside him, chafing 
his brows, when her sister, starting up, call- 
ed their attention to the rope by which lie 
had descended. Wc were puli ng it up ; 
and lie shook his head as it disappeared over 

the arch of the cavern. Well, he knew 
how useless it would have been for them to 
use it. “It matters not,” lie said ; they 
(meaning ns) have gone to-. We 
shall have boats here soon ; we are safe— 
quite sale,” and so oil, endeavoring to keep 
their spirits up, while he well knew that in 
the darkness the chances were that the boat ! 
would never find the cave. 

“Two hours, sir—two long hours passed 
on in this way, and Mr. Clements lutd given i 

up all hope. The water kept rising mill ri- 
sing, till at last the waves broke at their 
strnction. The mates wen: nmiu;« 'mi» 

witli fear m.d cold, when a large, heavy, 
Dutch-built boat -you don’t see such now, 

sir—swept, with scarcely a sound, under the ; 
arch into the cavern, her prow coming in ! 

close upon the spot where Mr. Clone nt and 
tin: ladies were. They did not hear her un- 

til she was within tin- cave ; and no wonder, 
for tile oars were muffled, and those who 
were in her were as silent as the grave. It 
was part of the cargo of a French smug- 
gler, lying a few miles off. that her crew, as- 

>istcd by some of the fishermen, were about 
to land, and they had taken shelter in the 
cavern, having been ulanmul at the approach 
of a boat up the coast Fortunate was it 
that Mr. Clements prevented the ladies 
from calling out for assistance from them—” 

Why, 1 shoiilu have tliouxiit nt such a 

moment that even smugglers-” 
“'Not they, sir—not they ; and Mr. Cle- 

ments knew it. Desperate men like them 
would have left the poor things to drown, 
or have murdered them. No ; Mr. Cle- 
ments knew better, lie tried a last and 

dangerous elmnec ; but it was his only one. 

Listen, sir : while the men had their heads 
turned to the opening of the cavern, watch- 

ing the boat pass, the sight of which had 
driven them into it, he lifted the ladies gen- 
tly into the end of the boat. They couldn’t 
hear him for the noise of the waves ; there 
was plenty of room for them, ami iie drew a 

sail over them, and was just stepping in 
himself after them, when one of the men 

turned, and he had only time to conceal 
himself under the bows of the boat before 
she was again moving silently out of the 
eavc with, as her crew little suspected, the 
addition of two to their number since she 
Imd entered it. 

" They went about ft quarter of a mile 
down under the cliff, and landed ft boy, who 

disappeared like a cat up the rocks. A dead 
silence ensued ; no one ventured to speak ; 
the men rested on their oars, and the boat 
gently rose and sank on the waves. At last 
the silence was broken ; something dark 
was hurled down the cliff at a short dis- 
tance from the boat. It, fell heavily on the 
rocks. God forgive him, lie’s tossed him 

over,” mnt ered one of the men. And so it 

was, sir. The poor man on the look-out was 

asleep near the top of the cliff; and we oft 

ett hear of these men rolling over in then- 

sleep. There’s always a reason for it, sir. 

They were going to land their cargo, when 

they heard a gun in the offing trom one ol 

the King’s cutters. The alarm had been 

given. Not a moment was to be lost ; and, 
straining every nerve, they bore out to sea. 

They were about two miles from the 
shore when some of the men declared it 
was a lost job, and that they could go no 

further Mrs. Clements was quite senseless 
with cold and exhaustion, but her sister lis- 
tened eagerly to what the men said. They 
had some angry words, but the meaning of 
their conversation she could not understand 
There was a little boat astern of the lar- 

ger one, which they drew to it, and en- 

tered one by one, the last man calling out 
as he stepped lit—'“ Now, then, boys, pull 
for yoqr lives ; they'll make after ns when 

they find they’ve lost their prize.” 
The boat h id dtsappareJ in the stir 

rounding darkness before the terrified lady 
comprehended all ; apd then, sir, in a mo- 

ment the frightful truth flashed upon Iter. 

The devils had scuttled the boat, and it was 

sinking fast. She said one prayer, mid 

turned to bln her sleeping sister, when Mr 

C oinent s voice sound d almost at h-r side ! 1 acre ha was, sir—them he was, in the self- 
same httle p!eas.im.lKMt whic,. had Urn the 
cause of all tlien- misfortunes ||c |)8Ci 
just time to lift the ladies out of the boat 
and to get clear of her, when sin- went down’ Tiie revenue-cutter came up, and took theni 
on board all alive ; but many months passed before Mrs. Clements recovered the events of 
that dreadful night.” 

What became of Mr. Clements when 
they left him in the cava ?” 

] He held on to the boat for a few min- 
utes till they got outside, and then swum to 

I the rock*, where he found the little pleasure- 
i boat, and entering it, followed in the track 
I of the larger vessel ill time to save the I fe 
| of Mrs. Clements and tiiat of her sister, 

L'he sun is setting, sir,” said the samphire- 
gatherer, touching his hat. to me. *• 1 must 
he going homewards Mayhap,” lie added, 

| as lie turned away on his path, "owe of 
j these days, when you are strobing on llie 
rocks below, sir, you will look at the cavern 
where Mr. Clements found his wife. Yoa 
can imagine much better than I can de- 
scribe what must have been their feeling* 

J in such a place, and at such a time. Uood 
levelling, sir.” 
REMARKABLE 

^ 

DISCOVERY AT 
ROME. 

TnF. Palace of the C.esars ax Evi- 
dence of Early Christianity. 

LETTER FROM LEWIS CASS, .H\ 
Tiie Detroit Advertiser of March 24th 

publishes a private letter written hy Lewis 
Cass, Jr., to Rev. Air. DuflieM, of D troit. 
Fioai this letter we make the following in- 
teresting extracts: 

Milan, February 14, ISoO. 
Rev. George D cm eld, I). I).—Dear 

Sir: In fulfillment of my promise. I proceed 
to give yon a brief account of the discovery, 
at Rome, of an ancient represmtation of a 

crucifix. 
In the progress of the excavations on the 

Palatin, where stood the House of Gold of 
the Ciosars, a fragment of an arch, covered 
with inscriptions ami delineations, was 

brought to view. Further explorations in 
the same direction resulted in the exposure 
of a room, on the walls of which was found 
a sketch, cut or engraved with a sharp 
pointed instrument, of a crucifix, together 
with the figure cf a mail in the attitude of 
prayer, standing near it. The announce- 
ment ot this discovery created great interest. 
By order of the Pope, the design was re- 
moved from its position, happily without in- 
jury, and confided to the eare ot Monsignore 
Maechi, who invited me to inspect it, and by 
whose permission I procured a copy to luj 
made, which is herewith enclosed. It D 
needless to say that this event has elicited 
elaborate speculations. Notwithstanding n 

general discrepancy,, the conflicting views 
concur with scarcely an exception in the 
conclusion, that the aim of the sketch was 
to cast ridicule on the worship of the Chris- 
tians. It presents the outlines of a cross, on 

which is a human lieu re hearing the lead 
of an ass. A tunic envelopes the waist, and 
the arms and legs are partially covered with 
etl 111 tin! posture 111 nulnnionr, no u-j ititn 

on ancient monuments, appears the form of 
a man, while below is seen the following in- 

scripOu, “Alexander adores God.” The 
execution of the engraving, us you will per- 
ceive from tli '-facsimile, of which the smile 
is one-fourth smaller than that of the orig- 
inal, indicates an entire ignorance of nrt, 
being stiff and hard, without case or grace 
whatever. Satisfactory evidence refers the 
date of it to the reign of Septimiu< Sever ns. 
There were numerous Christians in his court, 
one of whom, it is supposed of the name of 
Alexander, was thus exposed to ridicule by 
his Pagan associate or c<iin|i:iiiion. 

Familiar as you arc with tho early his- 
tory of our religion, it is unnecessary to re- 

call to your recollection tlu? existence of the 

legem I, current throughout the Unman do- 
minions in the days of the Empire, that tha 
Christians worshipped a Divinity whose head 
differed in no respect from that of an ass. fa 
Africa, then filial with rich i.nd splendid 
cities, this was the popular belief. it was 

inculcated in the Magau school of Ada, 
from the saues of f’.u thin to the Pisidiau 
forests, anil levelled at the converts to tiie 

strange faith in the streets of N’arheordcn, 
Amida and Mardin-on-tlie-llill. Tlic later 
Gnostics in particular, more especially the 
sects of Bardesanes, omitted no occasion to 

disseminate this calumny, accompanied with 
every epithet of contempt and detestation. 
At Orta it was proclaimed from the throne 
t.o the sounds of trumpets, followed by a de- 
cree prohibiting the use of arms and the 
Arabac language to the worshippers ol tho 

God of Nazareth and requiring them 

thenceforth to wear girdles of leather in to- 

ken of their obnoxious creed. W c meet 

with it in the writings of Tacitus, n bitter 
and relentless enemy to the Christians, 
whom lie styles outcasts of the human race. 

It is also alluded to in the pages of the con- 

temporary Fathers, by whom it was re|n-II- 
led with vehement and irrepressible indigna- 
| tion The origin of this monstrous invention 
I js |0'st to us. There can be little doubt, 
I however, that it had its foundation in the 

hatred with which the disciples of the pure 
ami spiritual doctrine were invariably regaid- 
ed by the idolatrous nations among whom 
they lived. But whatever the source, the 
first mention of this calumny occurs in the 
records relating to the period intervening 
between the years one hundred twenty and 
two hundred fifty of our era, subsequent to 

which epoch all trace of it disappears. Pre- 

cisely during the same period the room in 

! which the design was found was construct* 

! cd. The pulses of the Caesars on the I’ala- 

j tiu, as you are aware, was the growth of 

I successive reigns. That part of it " 

J embraces the chamber in question was built 

by Hadrian, as the bricks of which it I* 

ehiefiy composed attest. They are impress- 

ed with the names and titles oi the Consuls 

Puctiuus and Aproniennns. lh*s coinci- 

dence—the prevalence of the legend in the 

years already mentioned, ami during that 

period only, and the erection within tho 
same time of the wall on which tin* drawing 
is traced—establishes, satisfactorily, th« 

purpose of the sketch, as well as the date of 
Its txeciision. Still more conclusive, per 
haps, is the manner in which the figure upon 
the cross is presented to view. It is dclin- 
e; tad with drapery, while it was the invaria- 

ble practice in executions of this nature, a 

mode of punishment very common among tho 

Komaus, to expose tho victim or criminal u» 

a state of nakedness 


